
Kensington Downs
Newslet ten

Font Wayne, Indiana 468 15

Ocrober 2OO7

Annual ifcctlng
Thursday, November 8

7:OO pm
Georgetown Public Librany

Prior to the meeting at 6:3O plnr
guest speakers will present information on

fertilizer, soil erosion, and
drainage issues.



Reprcsentotive Lot Address Phone #
Section #of

Homes

42

24

17

18

32

Lot s in
sedion

42

142

43-84

85-130

137-754

155-765

766-183

1*275

216-233

2!t+235

Dave Ritenour
Pot Monning
Werner Dierks,
Villo Representotive
toon Lewis, Secretary

Tim Bostress
rJe ed.s,tep.t.'l e n t at i"t 4 t

Pot tohnstone

Eilt Stiles, President
lohn lvinl Treasurer

Lon nie Bu*, Wce'Presldent
Andernn, Nnnis

Needs Represenr0fives

7877 Welshire &lvd.
7475 Bent Willow Dr.
7609 Preakness Cove

8O32 Welshire Blvd

2278 White Ploins Ct.

7207 EentWillow Dr.

7512 Greymoor Dr.
7529 Greymoor Dr.

- "';it:;ii
749-853s
493-3642

7494977

49i-4198

749-6978

71*7111
493-7gil

493-3155

493-325L

9
38
77

125

144

170

205
2m

219 7523 Scarlet Q-

222 7517 ScarletCt.

O

o

(n*rrr  PP"u;toe7 * l  Jo*A Lswrg

Board Accomplishments for 2007
Compiled by Joan Lewis

Audited financial records. Audit was perfonned by John lvins, Pat Manning, Lonnie

Burk, and Arlene Klapes.
Removed and/or trimmed trees on Welshire Boulevard and Oxford Court.

Observed how pond banks are caving in. The problem was researched by Dave

Ritenour, Joan Lewis, Jackie Chen, Arlene Klapes, Dennis Anderson, Bill Stiles, and

Lonnie Burk.
Repaired the well near the pond and purchased locks for the sprinkler box.

Reinstalled the aerators in the pond.
Contacted vendors to repair the mailbox pad on Red Clover.
Filled the potholes on Welshire Boulevard.
Updated and distributed the Association Directory.
Placed liens against homeowners who were delinquent.
Continued publication of the association newsletter.
Developed an architectural review form and approved several homeowner projects.

Replaced the wooden street sign at the corner of Welshire Boulevard and Derby Lane

and repaired and repainted all other signs'
Purchased one additional Certificate of Deposit
Agreed to place "children at Play" signs in the neighborhood in 2008.
Ananged for the city to post stop signs at the streets bordering Welshire Boulevard'
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Presidentos Notes
Another summer has gone by. I hope it didn't go too fast for you. I know'that mine flew by
again. The neighborhood is still green and good looking. However, the leaves will be offthe
trees soon enough. Enjoy the mild weather while it lasts.

The last Board of Directors meeting was October 11. We looked at the proposed budget for 2008
and talked about special projects. If you have ideas, please pass them along to a Board Member
as soon as you can. Due to the timing of this newsletter, we'll distribute that information later.

I want to thank Sharon Mowrer for all her hard work on putting this newsletter together,
interviewing people, editing, and coordinating the distribution of the newsleffer. It takes a lot of
time and energy. She's been doing a great job at keeping up with the task!

The 2007 Annual meeting will be held on November 8 at 7:00 pm at the Georgetown Public
Library located just down State Street. PRIOR to the meeting beginning at 6:30 pm, there will be
guest speakers presenting information on fertilizer, soil erosion, and drainage issues. All
association members are encouraged to attend.

VVslcorrr  a
lAlhen you go past7622 Greymoor Drive, stop by and welcome Tom Bandor. Tom is a captain in
the Fort Wayne Police Department and is Director of Neighborhood Code Enforcement. Also,
give him a big pat on the back for bringing his home back to Kensington Downs' standards. His
six children are spread out from Ball State University to Ivy Tech to Point Loma in San Diego to
Concordia Lutheran High School to Suburban Bethlehem!

Welcome to Kensington Downs, Tom!



N/Aeet y@ur N{erghbors
Dave and Mar"i lyn Knuth l ive at 7418 Oxfond Count with theinfamily. Dave is a
f inancial planner with Lighthouse Wealth Management off  Dupont Road, and
Manilyn is school secnetary at Blackhawk Christ ian School 's elementany
campus. By the way, let Mani lyn know i f  you can help hen; she wants to know
what happened to 35 yeans old!

You won't  have any tnouble f inding something co talk about with Wenner Dienks
of 7609 Preakness Cove. He has taught fon 29 yeans at St. Peter's Luthenan
School,  has been an onganist,  once dinected choins, and is continuing to
bantend at Goeglein's!

In July of 2003, Manjorie Bannes moved to 8008 Welshine Boulevard to
"downsize. " She is the mothen of thnee chi ldnen, gnandmothen to thnee, and
gneat-gnandmothen to four! Ask hen about her tnip to Gnand Rapids. [Also,
please use uhe above infonmation to update youn KD Dinectony.)

Gneg and Kanla Anderson call 8009 Fled Cloven Lane "home". See Karla if you
need a nunse at Indiana Medical Associates. See Gneg i f  you need a can at
West Coliseum Auto Sales, They ane the panents of two childnen and one
1o-yean-old gnanddaughter. And don't  forget to gneet Cal i ,  their Shih Tsu!

The home aE 7224 Bent Wil low Drive smelled "yummy" when I stopped by to
visit with Bob and Many Lou Sedlmeyer. Many Lou was cooking up a stonm fon
some of their family Ehat was coming by the next day. Bob wonked at Font
Wayne Newspapens, and Many Lou was an aide with Font Wayne Communiuy
Schools, They are the parents of foun chi ldren, 12 grandchi ldren, and 5 gneat-
gnandchi ldren!

l f  you see l i t t le 2 yean-old lsaiah Westnopp, ask him which Hal loween costume
he wil l  be weaning, I  guanantee you, i t 's cute! He and his parents, Dave and
Mandy Westnopp, l ive at 7511 Gneymoon Dnive. Dave works fon Wayne Asphalt ,
and Mandy is a hairdnessen at Expectat ions in Northcnest. Oh yes, Vito, the
French bul ldog, owns the home!

Speaking of cute dogs, stop by and visi t  with Chance the dachshund and Rony,
the Sibenian husky puppy! They l ive with Flon and Beth Armstrong and two of
thein thnee chi ldnen aE7618 Scanlet Court.  They also ane the pnoud
grandpanents of Casie and Kurt.  Flon is Project Managen at M & S Steel in
Gannetc, and Beth is in change of visual ants and communicat ion at Blackhawk
Ministr ies, Flon also does home inspections and home constnucEion,



Get To Know What Your Lot ls Trying To Tell You

Jackie Chen graciously wrote the following article for our residents. She will be providing more
information in future newsletters on how we can be more ecologically friendly.

Gully wash, standing water, cracked gardens, parched plants -- we all have at least one. Why?
Kensington Downs is built on land reclaimed from the Great Black Swamp.

The swamp's complex ecosystem developed. in clay-bottomed Lake Maumee whose ancient ice
flows dug , then filled, with their melt water. Successive waves of sturdy plants rooted on its.
rocky shores and conditioned the clay soil. By the dawn of modern times, wet woodland had
struck an ever-shifting balance among tree-capped hillocks, shrubby thickets, marshy hollows
and seasonal pools. A wild, vast treasure grove of plant and animal life, the swamp presented
both banier and opportunity to the people who came to live here.

In the late 1600's and early 1700's Indians arrived, pushed by tribal warfare and European
settlement further east. Simultaneously, old-world explorers traveled the area, Both took
nourishment from the wild and moved lightly in its shelter. Then the Europeans spread west.
Families settled. They felled trees to build cabins and tucked vegetables in beds to augment what
they found in the thickets and bogs. Coming from an upland agricultural heritage, the viewed the
wetlands as a hindrance to travel and their farming methods, a wasteland to be reformed by
removing the water. In 1885 they developed a plan to drain the swamp. Thereafter, a new mosaic
came to dot the land with pastures, woodlots and small fields.

During the 1970s Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz proclaimed a shift in policy: "Farm border to
border and feed the world." Pasture, woodlot, fencerow, and fallow field - all fell victims to sod
buster tactics, reshaped like plantations of corn and soybeans. Storm water attacked these fields,
lifting rich soil and carrying it away through ditches to muddy streams and rivers and foul
drinking water.

Over one such field, Kensington Downs was platted. Heavy equipment stripped what topsoil
remained and dug deep trenches for concrete drains, covering them again with the clay subsoil. It
shaped swales that would whisk water to those drains and keep the land dry. Deprived of swamp
plants and their remains, our soil resists water and stores minute amounts compared to the
system's climax; therefore, we alternate between too much and too little.

Under the veneer of lawn and garden, the shadow of the swamp remains. Can we reclaim the
buffer it once offered? Do plants exist which condition soil, handle water and provide beauty?
How can we catch, tame and store water without getting soggy soil or mosquitoes?

Come hear a panel of experts from City Utilities, Allen County Soil and Water Conservation
Service, and the Indiana Native Plant and Wildflower Society. They will address these questions
and present an arsenal of solutions designed for homeowner needs at our Annual Association
Meeting.



Survey /Questionnaire

Your Kensington Downs Board of Directors wants to know what you think. A
survey/questionnaire is being developed for inclusion with the 2008 Annual Dues Statement
mailing. All KDCA homeowners are invited to submit suggested topics and/or actual questions.
An ad hoc committee comprised of homeowners and current Board Members will have the task
of formulating the final product. Arlene Klapes has volunteered to chair this committee, and
other interested homeowners are welcome to participate. All submissions can be directed to
Arlene at 749-7432 or drnaklapes@yahoo.com. Please forward all submissions by November 17.

Ecology and Commons Area Committee

We have been investigating contributing factors to several commons area problems and are
preparing a summary of our findings to present for neighborhood input at the association
meeting. No specific plans have been formulated, and no action will be taken until a master plan
has been approved by association members.


